Highlights from Your State League: Mid-January – Mid-March, 2010
Your state League has been busy since mid-January!  Below is a snapshot of just some of the things we’ve been working on.
- Your Ohio League is really being sought out to give input on legislation—from the drafting stage to legislative hearings and media interviews on issues including redistricting, campaign finance reform / transparency, election administration and energy conservation.  Since mid-January, League issue specialists have met with more than three dozen legislators to provide expert information; testified six times; wrote an op ed requested and published by the Toledo Blade; and participated in two press conferences, a variety of newspaper interviews, and a radio and a television program.  

- LWV-Ohio’s new blog is up and running!  Share your thoughts about the statewide ballot issues—relocating the Columbus casino and renewing the Third Frontier Program—at http://lwvohio.blogspot.com/ .  And while you’re on the blog site, become a Facebook fan of LWV-Ohio and sign up for Tweets to get the latest state League updates.   Our blog is also accessible through LWV-Ohio’s website, www.lwvohio.org.
- Your Ohio League hosted six regional meetings across the state for local Leagues on topics including education reform, regionalism, use of technology / social networking, and "making the ask" to recruit new members.

- At its March meeting, your state board discussed the importance of the fundamental League principle of speaking with one voice.  To that end, local Leagues within a region need to consult with each other before any one League takes action on a regional issue.  As LWV-Ohio’s Agenda for Action (page 4) stipulates, “The Leagues(s) being consulted must agree with the action, but need not join in the action.  If agreement is not obtained, then action is not permissible.”

- LWV-Ohio Education Fund has cosponsored six Town Hall Meetings with local Leagues, with a particular focus on the importance and interrelationship of redistricting and the Census.

- LWV-Ohio Board of Directors approved a FY 2010-2011 state League budget for membership discussion and approval at 2010 Council, April 14.  We hope you’ll join us at what promises to be an informative and energizing Statehouse Day / Council!
- Your state League has kicked off Phonathon 2010 and welcomes each member’s participation.  Thank you!  
- LWVOEF’s Lawsuit-Monitoring Project continues, involving 21 local Leagues that have interviewed 17 local boards of elections thus far. The Leagues are gathering valuable information about local boards’ activities during the 2009 general election in relationship to the June, 2009, federal Lawsuit Settlement Agreement.

