December 9, 2008

The Honorable David T. Daniels

Chairman

House State Government and Elections Committee

77 South High Street, 11th Floor 
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re:
House Bill 648, State Agencies – Confidential Information

Dear Rep. Daniels:

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of Ohio and our thousands of members across the state, I urge you to support HB 648. On Monday, December 15, the nation will observe the 218th anniversary of the signing of the Bill of Rights. This is a fitting occasion to support a bill that protects individual liberties.

The defense of the individual liberties laid out in the Bill of Rights has been central to the League’s work throughout our history. During World War II, the League worked to balance the preservation of civil liberties with the importance of national security. During the Communist “witch hunt” period of the early 1950s, the League conducted a community education program known as the Freedom Agenda, providing Americans with the opportunity to discuss and learn about the Bill of Rights. More recently, the League has advocated against warrantless domestic surveillance, promoted an independent judiciary, and sponsored numerous education projects aimed at informing citizens of their rights. 

Central to the notion of individual liberties are the privacy guarantees laid out in the Constitution and in judicial decisions dating back decades. As government collects more and more information about its citizens, and as this information becomes more widely accessible through technology, the necessity for ensuring individual privacy has become a vital – and ever-evolving – responsibility. Beyond the egregious breech of privacy displayed in the “Joe the Plumber” case, Ohioans have witnessed in the last year the loss or theft of government computers containing citizens’ social security numbers and other personal information. 

HB 648 would bring structure and consistency to the use of and access to the state’s various information databases, and would help safeguard Ohioans’ confidentiality. The League supports the various measures contained in the bill, in particular the need for training and the bill’s distinction between private and open records. The League encourages the state to engage the services of privacy and security experts to ensure that all the bases are covered in what will most certainly be a massive transition to new technology. 

The League of Women Voters is proud of its 88-year history of standing up for good government and individual liberties. As we mark Bill of Rights Day next week, we encourage your support for HB 648.

Sincerely,

Linda D. Lalley

President

cc:
House State Government and Elections Committee

