May 13, 2008

The Honorable David Goodman

Chairman

Senate Judiciary Committee – Civil Justice

Ohio Statehouse, Room #039, Ground Floor

Columbus, Ohio 43215

Re:
SB 305

Dear Senator Goodman:

On behalf of the League of Women Voters of Ohio and our thousands of members across the state, I urge you to support SB 305.

Since the mid-1960s, the League of Women Voters has supported equality of opportunity in education, employment, and housing as a means of combating discrimination. In 1992, the League made explicit the breadth of our vision in this area by specifying that equality of opportunity extends to all persons, regardless of race, color, gender, religion, national origin, age, sexual orientation, or disability. 

Nationally, the League has advocated for legislation that would add “sexual orientation” to federal employment and hate crime bills. Here in Ohio, we opposed the anti-gay marriage legislation and constitutional amendment. As an organization created out of the struggle to earn women the right to vote, we resist government’s attempts to marginalize certain groups, cutting them off from the level playing field that is, after all, the basis of every citizen’s right to pursue happiness and the American dream. As steadfastly as we resist discrimination and inequity, we welcome government’s efforts to be inclusive, fair, and accountable.

SB 305 is just such an effort: to bring employment security to those who currently have none, to prohibit discrimination against a group for whom much documented evidence of bias exists. To those committee members hesitant to support this bill, or outright opposed to it, I ask you to imagine a world where you could lose your livelihood simply for expressing your religious beliefs; where job offers are retracted when a prospective employer sees the color of your skin or learns that you use a wheelchair; where a company to which you’ve devoted your entire career begins pushing you out the door after you pass the age of 40. As a state and as a nation, we have declared time after time that such practices are unacceptable, that they run contrary to the spirit of a society founded on the belief that all are created equal. Amending the Code to prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation is a natural extension of our current law.

It is also worth noting that this bill does not apply only to gay men, lesbians, and bisexual or transgender men and women – although they clearly will be the primary beneficiaries. The law is written to be all-inclusive. Just as discrimination based on race doesn’t shield only African-Americans, but rather covers all people: white, black, Latino, Asian, Native American, and so forth; just as discrimination based on religion doesn’t protect only Jews, but rather covers Christians, Muslims, and so on – similarly, this amendment protects all of us from unlawful discrimination regardless of sexual orientation, straight or gay. There are no so-called “special rights” in this bill because the language includes every Ohioan. 

The League of Women Voters is proud of its 88-year history of standing up for good government. We urge you to stand with us for fairness and equality of opportunity by supporting SB 305.

Sincerely,

Linda D. Lalley

President

cc:
Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee – Civil Justice

