The League of Women Voters of Ohio Education Fund imPACT e-newsletter.
 

The purpose of these monthly emails is to provide information to League members and our partners regarding the most pressing reform issues affecting Ohioans today.

imPACT on Redistricting Reform

Redistricting reform is an issue that goes to the heart of our democratic system of government. Representative democracy depends on the voters freely choosing their elected officials. When, instead, officials choose their voters, our system cannot work for long.

The problems with unfair and partisan gerrymandering are as old as the Republic. But today, with the advent of modern computers and intensifying partisanship, it is possible to create legislative districts where the results of an election will be known before any votes are cast or tabulated. This is just what is happening across the nation. And it threatens our democracy.

In some states, incumbents of both parties get together to protect themselves from real elections. In other states, one party or another draws the districts so they will have many more seats that they would be entitled to if fair lines were drawn. In either case, the people are locked out. Decisions are not made by the electorate, but by politicians manipulating the electorate.  (Article excerpted from www.lwv.org )
In Ohio, the governor, auditor of state, secretary of state, one person chosen by the speaker of the House of Representatives and the leader in the Senate of the political party of which the speaker is a member, and one person chosen by the legislative leaders in the two houses of the major political party of which the speaker is not a member shall be the persons responsible for the apportionment of this state for members of the general assembly.  
The rules regarding drawing legislative boundaries are spelled out in the Ohio Constitution and place an emphasis on compactness. 

The League of Women Voters of Ohio partnered with the Ohio Secretary of State to offer the Ohio Redistricting Contest, (which can be found at http://www.ohioredistricting.org/) which demonstrates that Ohio can improve its current process on redistricting by including additional criteria for consideration, namely; competitiveness, communities of interest, and representational fairness.  The competition showed that districts which better reflect the Ohio population can be drawn using the additional criteria. 
In August, 2009, The LWVUS issued a Statement of Essential Principles on Redistricting which was developed by a diverse group or participants in the Conference on Redistricting which was held in July.   

 The Conference participants agreed to the following four principles:
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1. An accurate and complete count in Census 2010 is an essential building block for all redistricting efforts; 

2. The process used for redistricting must be transparent to the public; 

3. The redistricting process, at all levels of government, must provide data, tools and opportunities for the public to have direct input into the specific plans under consideration by the redistricting body; and 

4. In order to achieve representative democracy, redistricting plans must be drawn in a manner that allows elected bodies to reflect the diversity of the populace, especially racial and ethnic diversity. 
Redistricting is a timely issue for consideration and action.  Full participation in the 2010 Census will allow an accurate count of Ohio Citizens so that we assure that we have the appropriate representation in the U.S. Congress and in the drawing of lines for Ohio legislative districts.  

For more information on Redistricting, you can access a publication by the Brennan Center titled.  A Citizens Guide to Redistricting, which can be found at http://www.brennancenter.org/content/resource/a_citizens_guide_to_redistricting/ 
